PREFACE

We have been asked to write the history of Millers to celebrate
our country's bicentennial.

After many hours of searching at the County Office Building, in.
the library, and at the Historical Soeciety, we discovered that
very little history was recorded about Millers. TIn order then

to present this booklet, we have had to resort to interviews wich

some of the citizens who lived or still live in the community of
Millers. All dates are as accurate as possible, but we can not
be responsible for any errors or omissions.

Qur speclal thanks to the kind people who so willingly allowed
us to vislt with them as they shared with us their photos and
memoirs of Millers as it was years ago; Mrs. Minnie Harley, Mrs.
Helen Bollinger, Mr, Preston Bollinger, Mr. H. Walter Miller,
and Mr. Ross Rohrbaugh.

bonald Nott

. Peggy Dement
1976
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INTRODUCTION

Nestled in a fertile valley approximntely 2 miles east of Manchester lies
the quiet, sarene community of Millers, Little is known of 1E5 exact beginning
gince there 15 nothing resorded. What histery there is of this community is
engraved on the minds of the eldexrly residents, who spent theivr entire lives

- there, and recall all the traditicn passed down frow their forefathers. Tt is

believed the dutch imigrated into the area in the late 1700's and early 1800's,
These hearty people settled in the vicinity; they built their homes, ralsed
their families and tilled the earth, Most of these pecple had large families
and many died because of sickness, :

The community grew véry slowly because many of the young men would move

to distant areas when they left home. The dirt road or trail that ran through
- Millers linked the southern part of Pennsylvania with Baltimore. This road

came through Lineboro winding its way over what is now the Water Tznk Road,
continuing on the Young Road through Millers, on down the Millers Station Road,
‘through Albanstown, to the Falls Read inte Baltimors.

This road from Lineboro to the Falls Road was oxiginally called the Black
Rock Road. The road was used mainly by hucksters taking their.zoods to
Baltimore, in coevered wagons. A large house was built in the mid 1800's that
eontafned many rooms; eight of thess rooms were bedrooms. People traveling
this road could stop and rest their horses, enjoy a meal or stay overnight.

. Miss Giller resides in the house built by the Hoffackers.

" There were few dwellings up to this time. This was wainly a stop over
for people traveling. A log cabin steod on the corner of Alesta and Millers
Station Roads built in the early 1800's. The Ross Rorbaugh propertv on the
corner of Warehime and Millers Stationm Road was bulilt in the mid 1800's as
were a few other houses. '

After the railroad was built through Millers in 1879, the community grew
to its present size, which has changed very little since that time. TIt is not
known what the community was named prior to the railroad; but after the rail-
road was bullt it was referred o as both "Tank" and "™illers”. 01d church
ledgers make raference to Millers one time and Tank the next time. So it is
believed that the community went under both names. The railroad built a water
tank along the tracks in Millers and thie is how the name '"Tank" came about.
There were a few families of Millers living in the arez and since the Miller
name outnusers all others, they mnaturally called the community Millers,

The c¢hildren that attended school, in the mid to late 1800's, walked to
the one room log schoolhouse located approximately % mile from Millers on the
road to Albanstown. Prior £e 1900 a new brick two room schoolhouse was built.

Both of these dwellings weri remodelaed and have families living in them.
According to some of the people we interviewed, there were some fond memories
of their school days. If anyone wanted to further their education beyond the
eighth grade, they had to attend school at Manchester,

When the railroad came through, it brought a change to this community.
The hucksters no longer drove their horse and wagons to Baltimere. They
loaded their produce in a railear and shipped it to Baltimore by train.
People could commute back and forth from Baltimore, also. The city people
could travel tb the country on weekends for visits-or picmnics with their
friends and families. Farmers shipped milk to the dairies in Baltimere daily;



freight shipwents were fasrer.

Millers was considered a farming community; but there were a few small
businesses that filsurisbed around the turn of the century. A cigar factory
was bullt and operated by Mr. John K. Miller. The various price and size
cigars were distributed by horse and buggy to nearby stores. There was a
small general stere later in this same building also operated by Mr. Miller.
The first post office was also in this buflding.

| .

The viilage biacksmith shop was on the corner of Alesia and Millers
Station Road. Mz George Harman was the smithy from the mid 1800's till
"around 1907 when the shop was torn down the house that Mr. & Mrs. Wanken
live in was built. The blacksmith was a very handy person to have in the
community. He was usually kept busy repailring wagons, buggies and various
farm implements. Since spare parts were not available, he made everything by
heating and bendimg the steel to fit. He made and fit horseshoes for horses
of all sizes. s : '

Mr. Hoefnagle was recognized as a very good shoemaker. He made and repaired-
shees in his home in the early 1900's. People from the surrounding area would
come to him to have shoes made or repaired. His house was the third en the-

‘left on Alesia Road where Mrs., Asper presently lives.

In the late 1800's there was a general and dry goods store located on

the copposite side of the railread track ‘at the intersection of Youmg and
Millers Station Road. The original building is still there, but has been
-remodeled gnd is mow an apartment. The first storekeeper was Mr. Whaeler

who leased the store property. The store property was part of tha joininag

property that Gaorge Ruby now owns. Mr. Wheelér sold the business fo a
Mr. Cullison. 1Im 1907 Mr. Jacob Zepp bought both properties and he took

over the business. In 1935 Mr. Mike Leister, the con-in-law of Mr. Zepp,

took over the business. He and his wife (Minnie) operated a feed and hatchery
business along with the general store. They ground and mized feed to the customers
formula. The carried the "Purina' line of feed and supplies, Each vear from
January through 2lay they would hatch approximately 30,000 chicks. The Leisters
continued the business until around 1951 when they sold the store to Mr. Snively.
Mr. Snively sold the store to Mr. Dixon, who later sold it te Mr. Hobin, who inturn
sold {t to Mr. Cole., The store finally closed in 1972 when Mr. Cole retired.

Mr. Issiah Miller operated a slaughter house iu the early 1900's. Farmers
would slaughter the animals and bring them to Mr, Miller. He butchared and made
the byproducts (sausapge, scrapple, ete.} in his small shop. He had 2 huckster
route in Baltimore where he delivered the meats. Mr. Miller continued this
business until around 1510 when he moved to Baltimere, Mr, & Mrs. John Shaeffer

prasently own the property.

Before the church was built in 1885 the people held church meetings in
different homes. The church was built by Mr. Barber on property donated by Mr.
Aaren Miller, Mr. Millier also donated the ground where the church picnie grove
is located. It was willed with the understzanding that the land cannot be sold.
The exterior of the church has changed quite noticeably from when it originally
was bullt. ' There was an addition of Sunday school rooms in 1957. The interior
of the original building has changed very little with the exception of the pulpit
area. In the early 1900's the Sunday school ¢lasses would gather zt the church
-and march out to the picniz grove by class, have a service for about an hour and



-8peﬁt the:fest'of the day playing ganea, eating their picnic 1unches and anjcylng

the homemade ice cream.,

: The county paved the road. from_Ma1cnesLer to Hillers' ‘and om’ October 23, 1923
£t was opened to the nubllc. Before the road was paved, people would get stuck
in the mud that was axle deep to the old automebiles ‘There were several times
~when the road would drift shut with drifts eight to ten feet deep. - The neigh-

bors would gather and shovel the road open. Depending on the depth of the snow,

".it-would take.days to.shovel the road open,'”Ihese wera”the.good oIe da?s”’

“ihere wenafnur rew. homes built in Millers within the last twenty years
excludino the new housing developemants on the Warehime Read and Millers Station

Road, beyond the. church picnlc grounds. As stated earlier, this community has
-changed wvery little in the last seventy five years. The names and faces change
but thﬂ warmth and frlendllness of thls small communxty continues on ' :




Millers United Choir

The Millerg United Choir was organized on January 25, 1881 with
thirty two members. The choir wss controlled and managed by its
cun constitution and by-lsws, with electien of officers every
six mentbs. The first officers elﬂctea were &5 follows:

rresident George Frank.

Vice-rres. dohn Frank
Secretary Willlam Caltrider
Treasurer " Isaiah liller
Diractors dohn Stricklin
Thornton Frank
Leader .- Wesley Frank
Sexton Isaiah Miller

The leader of the choir had full cantrol cf seiecting pieccs of
masie¢ and giving instructions for singing, Eech rembe“ was re-
quired to pay for his or her own nusic book. :

The choir met onece a wesk to practice, usually at Hillers schoole
house. A nickel fine was inpesed on any members not attending
practice unless they had a legitimatse ewcuse such as s¢cxwess,
death, bad roads, or inclement westher, . lembers were dismissed
if they missed practice five times in succsssion. Alsc, any rmem-.
ber or officsr of the cholr who atisned praciice intoxicated was
fined f£ifty cenis the first time, one dollar the second time, gnd
the third offense resuiied in immediate dismissal.

After the original for:ation o“ this choir in 1881, we find nothing
else recordsd. Ve aSSLwe that it was auccecsful and cant 1nued o
tHrough the years. '

(‘;‘I
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The Cigar Factory

John X. Miller built a cigar factory between 1830-185%0, 1oﬁated on the corner

of Young Road and Millers Statioﬁ Road., The property now belongs to Earl Haon.

Mr. Miller's family first worked in the factory but as it grew and became

prosperous, outside help was hired.

The tobacco came o ﬁhe factory iﬁ large crates by horse and buggy. The leaf
" was stripped from the stem and dampened. Filter was placed inside and the
tobacco leaves rolled up. Tt was then cut on cutting boards the length of a
clgar éﬁd placed in a mold. TFrom the molds it went to the presses and rolled
into cigars. The ends were neatly cut off before it was ready for the packer.
The paéker placed the cigars in boxes to be delivered to meatby stores. Only

the asweet scenkted cigars were wrapﬁed in paper and banded.

The Havanna clgar was a fat cigar made from the best tobacco and was sold for
a nickel., The Affadavit was a Smalier cigar and sold three for a nickel, The
smallest cigar was a Little Joe, which sold for a penny. There were also ecigars

that sold two for a nickel, called "Two-Fors',

fater on Mr. Miller had a store at the factory, selling general merchandise as
well as his cigars. The Post Office was also located in the factory until

around 1914-1915,

Fansa e il
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HISTORY OF MILLERS RAITROAD

‘The railroad through Millers officially opened on June 25

1R79 ' . According te one of the senior citizens from

.Miilers, a group-of Irishmen did the grading for the roadbed and.
constructed the bridges and tres&les. Thef_had a dozen $r more
horses with two-wheel dump carts o haul the stones and diret.
Dynamite was used to blast the boulders and dirt loose so they could
shovel the debris by hand into.the carts, The horses were sheltered
and fed by a 1oca1 farmer and the men boarded with different people
according to the viCinity they were working,

One of the first traihs to travel over this roﬁte was aﬁ
excursion train, The train stopped at all of the stations and the
passengers would elimbince a gondela car with a canvass stretched
over the top tc keep the hot sun off of them, They rode to.Baltimore
and later that day they returned. The first steam emgines used on
this line were small and only pulled eight or nine cars. Prior to the
diesel engine, two large steam engines were used to pull sixzty to
geventy cars, one pulling and one pushing.

The railrﬁad was used for both passenger and freight servicge.

The péssenger-service slowly discontinued afte¥ the automobile became

popular and roads improved, Many people worked in Baltimore and commuted

daily by train. The farmers used the train to ship their milk to Baltimore.

Each morning, they would have their milk in ten gallon cans, ready and waiting
for the 6:00 a.m., train which was called "The Milk Train'. The farmers had

to load the cans into a special car and secure the cargo g0 it arrived safely
at the destination.” Hucksters also used the train to ship their products

to the market in Baltimore. Théy, Iike the farmers,_loaded-their goods

into a boxcar and then rode in the passenger car.
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The railfoad was used quite a biﬁ, there were three trains from
Géttysburgdto Baltimore and three returning daily._'The "Pittsburgh Express"
came through around 9:00 or 10 00 o'clock each night and returned early the
next murnlng. This traln usually did not make any s$tops.

| The frelght office was 2 small building located along the track
on the corper of Earlxﬂlller § property, across the road from the old store.
The building was moved to the Mike Leister property and is now used as g
storage shed,

There were three different water tanks built at three different

locations. As the water supply dwindled, a new tank was built. The first

tank was built approximately 100 feet east of the erosging and at the corner

of the Gillexr property. The last. tank was approximately 500 yards farther
down the track, The first two tanks were gravity filled and the last ope

by pump. Trains would leave Baltimore.enfoute to Géttysburg with the tenders
full of fuel and 3000 gallons of water. The fuei would last until it reached
Gettysburg. Depending on the load they ﬁere.pulling, they would stop as

many as three times to fill the water tank, The water tanks are gome and

diesel powered engines now run this line,

i~
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MILLERS CHURCH

On November 18, 1884 they held a meeting to elect new trustees of
"Millers United Brethren Church". At this meeting it was decided

£o build a church 30' x 40' on the property donated by Aaron Miller.
They began digging the foundation on December 26, 1884. By late
summer of 1885 the chuxrch was completed. .Following the completion,
a great revival ensued, led by Brother Jezhaniah Mower. There were
eighty-five conversions, most of them uniting with the Church.

There were no records on the number of members of the Churgh at that

time; but in 1890, 120 people made donations_to pay-off the debt.

On March 11, 1894 the "Millers Union Sunday School" Organization was
formed and the Constitution and By-Laws were written. The school

was to be held in the "Millers United Brethren Church".

The_officials of the sunday School consisted of.a Superintendent,
assistant superintendent, secretary, assistant secretary, freasurer,
assistant treasurer, librarian, assistant librarian,'singing leader,
assistant singing leader and as many teachers as the membership
requires. The leadership'of the present Sunday School is'pretty much
the same as the original except they no longer have a librarian or

singing leader.

A
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Millers Church Page 2

Improvements and remodeiing since the Church was built included

an eight-foot steeple in 1893. In 1895 a wire fence was erected to
fence-in the Church lot. The front was left clear for hitching
posts with chains to hitch the horses. According to minutes of
various meetings, there was some painting, remodeling of the
bencﬁés, adding a new alter and chairs for the alter. In 1909

new lights were installed, supposedly carbide lights, They also

decided not to farm the cemetery ground anymore. ‘In 1910 they

-installed new window blinds. In 1911 it was decided to fench-in

thg cemetery. Around 1924 é new furnace was installed and it wag
agreed to purchasé the pews.from Greenmount Church for $350.00,
these pews are still in use. Approximately the early part of 1929
the church was wired for electricity. A new piano was purchased

in 1834 at a cost of $200.00 Also in 1934 the envelope syétem

started. A new tin roof and asphalt shingles were installed in. 1935.

In 1836 a new wood floor was installed, the walls were painted and a
hand painted picture was painted on the pulpit wall. In 1548 a new
oil burning furnace was installed at a cost of $530.00. On October

21, 1956 ground was broken for additional Sunday School rooms.

This addition included five classrooms, storage area and rest rooms:
up until this time you had to use the outside facility. The latest
improvement was in 1969 when the Church was set with beautiful stone.

A new cornerstone was alsoc laid at that time.
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Millers Church Page 3

Below ig a list of pastors who have served Millers Church from its:

beginning to the present time:

Zezhaniah Mower *¥kk%-86 ‘D. R. Wagner 1916-17
J. R. Jones ~1886-89 J. D. Young 1917~20
J. P. Anthony 1889-93 g. R. Ludwig 1920-22
I. Kohr 1893~-94 L. A. Stangel 1922-23
L. Rexrode 1894-95 Williah €., Wachter 1923-26
L. E. Miller 1895-96 Paul E. Rinehart 1926-29
J. P. Koontz 1896~97 ivan G. Naugle 1929-37
D. W. Sollenberger 1897—01'  W. L. Rauffman 1937-46
J. W. Houseman 1901-03 Palmer M..Slenker 1946-49
E. W. Zuse 1903-09 Ira C. Keperling 1949-57
\ G. W. Strine 1909~11 Raymond Kingsborough 1857-60

W. E. Canoles i911-12 gamuel H. Miller 1960-66
Siﬁpson Daugherty = 1912-13 William Utterback 1966*71
H. O. Harner 1913-14 Richard Kroll 1971-

. John H. Ness 1914-16 '

From the time of béginning until 1907 Millers Church was a pért of
the Manchester Circuit. 1In 1907 the boundary committee of the

Conference changed the name of the Manchester Circuit to.Greénmount
Circuit. The Circuit then consisted of Greenmount, Mt. Union,

Manchester, Millers and Mt. Zion.
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Millers Church Page 4

In 1911 Millers and Manchester appointments were detached and known

as Millers Charge. Since 1915 it has been with Manchester Charge

now consisting of Rixler's, Mt. Zion, and Miller's Churches.

In 1946 the United Brethren merged with the Evangelical Denomination.
The Church was then called "Miller's Evangelical United Brethren
Churqh". in 1968 the Evangelical United Brethren merged with the
Methodist. The Church is presently called "Miller's United Methodist

Church".

There are 145 members of the Sunday School and 136 members of the

" Church. The Trustees are Kenneth Wright, Herbert Dement, Miriam

Masemore, Richard Peterson and Donald Nott.
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PICNIC GROVE

The "Fellowship Hall" better known as, the "Picnic Woods" is used
to hold suppers and sbcial functions by the Church Organizations.
The Church, Sunday School and Ladies Aid hold picnics, festivals and
suppers there to raise money to support their financial expenses

and obligations.

Approximately 700 to 800 sﬁppers are sold at each event. The newest
addition, "Fellowship Hall", was built in 1960. This building can
be used year round because it is heated. The building is rented

from June thru each October for family reunions or community projects

when not in use by the Church,

The land was willed to the Church on August 1, 1893 by Isaiah Miller,
executor of thé Aaron Miller Estate. This land was given with the
understanding it could not be sold. The 1and.was wooded. In 18897
they ¢leared some of the land and shortly after that picnics or social
get togethers were held on this property. In the early 1900's the
Sunday School classes would meet at the Church; and a boy would carry
the flag with two "tassel carriers” to hold the flag's tassels.

Eaéh Sunday Scheol teacher with their pupils would march by class
behind the flag to the picnic ground approximately 1/4 mile, A short
service was held and then a picnic followed for the remainder of the
day. Games, homemadec ice cream, cakes, cookies and other goodies

were enjoyed by all.
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The first shelter was a canvas stretched over some posts. Arcund
1927 the first wooden building was erected. This building is still

standing. The original siding was chestnut boards, but was replaced

\'\\.

with tongue and grooved siding; later, a hand dug'well of approximately
50 feet was dug about the same time the building was erected. 2 naw

well of 90 feet was drilled in 1940.

Electricity was installed in 1930 and paid for by the Ladies Aid Society.
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Millers Schoolhouse

The first school in Millers was a small one room log cabin located on the
Black Rock Road, now known as the Millers Station Road and is still standing

today.

Cabin relics indicate that the building dates back to 1818 and.was first used |
as a cobbler’'s shop, The Historical Society notes that children were attending
the school in 1858, but it can not be determined if this was tha first year

the building was unsed as a schoolhouse,

In 1879 a larger and better school was constructed about 200 yards down the
road. This new school was made of brick, with a vestibule in the front. The
room was pavtitioned in half making two classrooms and was heated by a pot

bellied stove.

Many of the pupils attending the school had to walk for several miles from
their homes. Most of the students were girls, because the boys were needed
to work on the farms. The boys who did attend, usually did so for three cr

four winter months only.

A seventh grade education was considered good. The children were taught
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, with little emphasis on other subjects. It

1s interesting to note that penmanship was really stressad in the schools.

Some of the early teachers who taught at Millers were: Naomi Derr, Goldie
Lawson, Frank Switzer, Emma Larringer, Laura Burns, Luther Wentz, Sam Hoffacker,

Missouri Wine, Ben Burgooﬁ, Jacob Balthouser, Cecelia Shower and Seranda Lawson.

Early in 1931, Mr. Jesse Hare purchased the brick schoclhouse from the Board
of Education for a little over $200.00. The schoolhouse was then rented to

gseveral families before being sold to the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Carrell
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 Myers. The Myer's have completely feﬁodeled the Schaolhouse-into.a beautiful

home. The date 1879 still remains in the brick shell which has been covered

by aluminum.
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LIME KILN

There were quite a few lime kilns around Millers in the mid to late
1800's, traces of the kilns can still be found. The largest one was on
the road from Millers to Alesia, - Tt was located approximately one-quarter
of a mile from Alesia along the railread track. They discontinued using
this kiln in the early 1900's. |

The abundance of limestone in the area made it convenient for the
farmers, who had many uses for the Lime. The lime was spread on the fields
to improve theirpcrops, a mixture of lime and water was used as 2 white
wash for fences, walls and frult trees.. It was also used as a2 disinfectant
in the chicken houses, stables, ete, )

The lime kiln was a large hole dug in a hillside. The hole was
approximately 10 feet in diameter at the top and tapered to a cone shape at
the bottom which was about 15 to 18 feet deep. An "Arch" of large limestone
was made at the bottom of the pit so a fire could be built. The remainder
of the hole was filled wifh_smaller liméstone. iarge pieces of ﬁood was
placed in the "Arch" to keep the fire burning which would burn for three or
four days. As the limestone, consisting mainly of calcium carbonate, burned

it pulverized and becanc a powder. ©Depending on the size of the kiln, 700

or 800 bushels of lime could be made at a time.

Most of the lime kilns were owned and operated by the farmer who used the

Iime solely for his own use, However; there was one kiln that sold the lime

to farmers and the limestone was shipped in by rail cars.
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ICE HOUSE

In order to have ice during the summer months, the people of the

communlty would cut the ice from the ponds as soon as the fce was 6 to

8 inches thick. The ice house as they were called was not a building
as we would'imagine. Ice was stored in holes dug in the ground and
pqcked with sawdust. The average ice house was 8 to 10 feet deep and
6 to 8 feet in diameter.

When the ponds were frozen thick enmough to cut the ice, they would
cut the.ice into square blocks with an ice saw or a two man saw. The
chunks of ice would be lifted out of the water with a long pole and ice
tongs. The ice was hauled to the ice house which wa; close, by horse and
sled. The ice was stacked with a layer of sawdust between each laver.
The sawdusf helped to prevent the ice ffom melting.

Traces of the ice house can still be found., It was located on the
right.side of the road on the Millers to Alesla road immediately after you
pass through thce railroad underpass.

‘The pond was located on the opposite side of the road in the meadew.

~ Another pond.was in the field aleng the railroad track that belonged to

Issaih Miller, who was a huckster and used quite a lot of ice. Mr. John

Shaeffer now owns the property.

The ice lasted until around mid-summer. The ponds served as a water

supply and 2 swimming hole during the summer.



